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scholars contributes our esteem journal. 1 always hopeful to the
research works of our faculty members, they must carrying forward it
with their new thoughts and ideas, new research to the society. I have
completed now the service period of this institution. So, my
expectations is going on, “Prajnajyoti’ must bring visionary light to
the institution of Higher Education. I hope, the younger generation of
our faculty members will be able for publishing the journal regularl.
Inspite of our sincere affords, some error mights have crept into the
body of it for which I tender my apology.

Thanking All
Khetri = :
Date - 29-03-2018 Bijoya Baruah (Rajkhowa)
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Importance of Vedic thought in
Modern Education System
(Values and Education)

Himangshu Sarma

Abstract;

The Vedas are the foremost record of great advance made first ever by
humanity since its awareness of the physical world around and the metaphysical
element pervading it although. On the threshold of Indian literature more than
three thousand years ago, we are confronted with a body of lyrical poetry which,
far older than the literary monuments of any other branch of the Indo-European
family, is already distinguished by refinement and beauty of thought, as well as
by skill in the handling of language and metre. From this point, for a period of
more than a thousand years, Indian literature bears an exclusively religious stamp;
even those latest productions of the Vedic age which cannot be called directly
religious are yet meant to further religious ends. This is , indeed, implied by the
term “Vedic’. For veda, primarily signifying ‘knowledge’ (from vid, to know)
designates ‘sacred lore’ as a branch of literature.

Introduction:

Vedic literature is supposed to be a part of our daily life. Vedic education is
the core foundation of India’s culture and rich heritage. No one can be called
educated who cannot preserve and expand his cultural heritage. The practice and
utilization of Vedic knowledge can indeed assist us in many ways. Vedic education
is the solution to all problems which we presently find in this world. We need to
look now deeper to find out the answers and solutions. The formation of character
by proper development of the moral feeling was aim of Vedic education.
Therefore, the direct aim of all education, whether literary or professional, should
be to make the student fit to become a useful member of the society. This study
is about the importance of Vedic ideals of education in the modern education
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system. The need of this study is to maintain the discipline in the modern

-educational institute and to create cordial relation between teacher and student.

The main objectives of this study are as follows-

1) To offer valuable suggestions and conclusions for the effective functioning
of modern education system.

2) To enable the student to apply the principles and techniques of Vedic
educational psychology in developing the integrated personality.

Educational Philosophy of the Vedas

A teacher should have faith in the inherent potentialities of each and every
student, for the Atman (self) is lodged in the heart of every creature. At the
same time, he should be able to rccognize the differences in their capacity of
assimilation owing to diverse backgrounds. Though all men have the same eye
and ears, yet they are unequal in their intellectual capacities.( Zgveda, 10.71.7)

Accordingly, a teacher should be able to act as a resource person for all
students by catering to the student’s diverse needs. This is possible if the teacher
has love for knowledge. A teacher should read new books, acquire new dimension

- of knowledge, become enriched with new ideas. And this capacity to acquire

knowledge must be combined with the capacity to communicate knowledge to
other. In the words of the Vedas—

‘Do not forsake learning and teaching” ( Taittiriya Upanicad. 1.11.1)

In an ideal educational process, a teacher is supposed to be father figure, a
role model. In the Vedic times , the teacher was usually a guru, who was no
ordinary person, but arishi, a seer, knowledge flourished in him more through
his inner vision than through outer experience, though the latter process was
considered in no way inferior to the former. A student was supposed to live in
the company of those heroes who sublimated life and conquered death, because
it is life that kindles life. There is a Vedic injunction:

** Live with the enlightened sage who ennoble life. Live the life of an
enlightened man, die not. Live with the spirit of elevated souls; come not into
the clutches of death”.( Atharvaveda, 19.27.8)

Relevance of Vedic ideas of education in the Modern Education System
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Since education has been linked with employment and not knowledge in
present society, the Vedic system is dying due to lack of employment potentials.
Moral education was a perennial aim of Vedic education. The functions of schools
were not only to make the people knowledgeable but also to make them well
cultured. However, with industrialization, I personally feel that moral education
has lost its roots. We are living in an age of rapid scientific and technological
change. We also donot deny that such changes have varying impacts on different
social groups within the same society and across different societies. We have
ignored the ideas of truth in search of material life. The principles of Vedic
education have been a source of inspiration to all educational system of the
world. These days it has become a big problem for modern educational
institutions to tackle with the students and how to impart moral values. There is
no sense of discipline among modern students. The technology can be used for
improving our knowledge and skills but we have made it harmful by often using
it for entertainment purpose only. Modern students are not morally perfect and
they have become irresponsible. We can say that it is the influence of materialistic
mode of life or it may be an effect of improper care by parents or it may be an
effect of change in the society and changing family environment. Vedic ideals
of education has tendency to change the minds of people and their character. It
has tendency to convert the bad into good because the ultimate aim of Vedic
education was development of personality and character. If modern students
want to achieve perfect mastery over senses then he has to follow the ideas of
Vedic education. The ultimate aim of education should not be to fulfill the desires
of life in this world, but for complete realization of self for liberation of soul.
Without moral education, a man cannot be able to differentiate good and bad.
The root problem in modern era is the adaptation of a materialistic mode of life.
According to Vedas , the important aspects of education is to train the young
to be truthful because the noble soul who pursues the path of truth is never
defeated.

Vedic period was totally inspirational not only to our motherland but also to
whole world. The Vedas urge upon men to assemble on a common platform, to
think together, and to work together for achieving a common goal. Education
alone is the panacea for all social evils. In Vedic era education was must for
everybody. If we want better society, civilize people then it is necessary to make
moral education based on Vedic educational system available for ones reach.

erwiEmife /513



There are various features of Vedic education which can be acceptable in the
modern education system. The highest education is that which does not merely
give us information but makes our life in harmony with all existence (Rabindranath
Tagore). Education is a purposeful activity. Through Vedic ideals we intend to
bring certain desirable changes in the students. In ancient India the ideal of life
was spiritualistic. Educational aim was determined by the conception of life.
Thus the aim of education was self- realization or the realization of Brahma or
the Absolute. So we can use various aspects of Vedic education to bring out
certain changes in our modern society e.g-

1. Moral Education: It has become a big question for modern institution
that how to face with different types of bevavioural problems among the
students. Infact institutions are not fully concerned how and when moral values
should be taught to the students. Man is a social animal and he has to learn
different social habits like respecting elders and teachers, helping the poor,
respecting the women. There should be separate department of moral education
in the modern institutions. Vedic education was totally based on moral values
and strong emphasise was given to moral education. If we really want better
society, pious people then moral education should be made prime weapon for
changing the nature of students.

2. Discipline: In Vedic age, students always followed the principle of simple
living and high thinking. There was discipline in their way of life. Vedic student
regards his teacher as his Guru. In Vedic period there was good kind of mutual
understanding between teacher and student. The sense of discipline and the cordial
relation between teacher and student is well known to the world. Today the
educational atmosphere has totally changed. The sense of discipline can be
developed if teacher student relationship can be made cordial.

3. Curriculam: We need to make Vedic education available for ones reach.
Moral education should be incorporated in the school curriculam.

Conclusion:

Dr.Radhakrishnan has rightly said, ’A civilization isnot built of bricks, steel
and machinery, it is built with men, their quality and character”. So the true aim
of education is to develop in the body and in soul all the beauty and all perfection
of which they are capable. Modern situation is different. We have lost almost
everything which was inherited to us from generations. The discipline, the cordial
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relation between student and teacher, the social and moral values has been totally
lost. It is true that we cannot follow the all aspects of Vedic education but there
some ideals which are applicable in present education system. We need to
understand our duties and responsibilities and we all have to make some kind of
contribution to the society. All such things are possible only when we follow the
principles of Vedic education. In this research paper, I am trying to convey my
message that without moral education we cannot make any kind of change.
Universities, colleges, institutions etc. will not be able to make the students as
pious as Vedic students used to be. True education should aim at imparting a
humanistic attitude and the spirit of service. The Vedas censure the self-centered
man whose accomplishments are aimed exclusively at selfish end. Education
should enable an individual to transcend his individuality in conscious social
participation. The Vedas urge upon men to assemble on a common platform, to
think together, and to work together for achieving a common goal.
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Transmission of Folklore and
its Bearer: An Overview

Utpal Baishya

Abstract

By virtue of its basic dynamic nature, semantic differences and duality in
existence Folklore is a controversial matter over the last hundred and fifty years
in academic pursuit, which resulted into the initiation of debate in its
transmission. The mechanism of folklore bearer and its transmission is subject
to the context in reality and motif of existence. In a direct contrast to modernity
of European and American society, the tradition oriented Indian society needs
special attention for the application of similar framework of development of
the subject. Under the influence of modernity and subsequent development of
the subject worldwide an attempt has been made here to see whether such concept
has the similar applicability in Indian context. However, present study is just an
outline on the subject. :

Key Words: Transmission, Bearer, Tradition, Folklore, India.

Introduction

Since the inception of the term Folklore, various definitions were put
forwarded by the authority of different but associated subject matter by projecting
their own bias. Dan Ben Amos rightly stated “In Jact for each of them Folklore
became exotic topic, the green grass on the other sides of the fence, to which
they were attracted but which, alas, was not in their own domain”. (Amos,
1971: 3) which resulting confusion in nature and uncertainty in the scope of
Folklore. Moreover the extreme diversified nature and overlapping of its field
or sub field are also responsible for making Folklore a mongrel field of study
(Bayard, 1953: 1). We have now multicolored definition at our disposal of
Folklore scholarship starting from descriptive to very recent definition in
practice, without any uniformity. Francis lee Utley found tradition and orgl
fransmission more common in the content analysis of the twenty one definition
of Maria Leach dictionary (Utley, 1961:193). Earlier Stith Thompsn claimed
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tradition as the touch stone for everything that is to be included in the term
folklore (quoted in Bronner, 2000: 89). It has been observed throughout the
history of folklore scholarship that the concept of tradition has never been
detached and questioned until 70,s of last centuries. Edwin Sidney Hartland argued
Folklore as the “Science of tradition” (quoted in Bronner, 2000: 88).

The concept of tradition is ambiguous in its meaning. The classic latin traditio
meaning “handing over” has passed on to the subsequent generation with flexibility
in its contextual meaning. Traditio is associated with the transfer of ownership of
property hand to hand in Roman, handing over authority in middle age Latin. In
religious believe also the early scripture were supplemented by oral tradition
(Noyes, 2009: 234). In all these early uses of the term tradition, it can be perceived
well that it is intrinsic with oral transmission. Similarly the early scholarship of
folklore up to the period of 70,s of last century, whether survival antique knowledge
base or continuously updated and invented unwritten literary elements, it was always
attached with the mouth to mouth transmissjon to subsequent generations. Thus,
the tradition with common interest, shared by a group, which in turn was treated as
the core of folklore, transmitted by words of mouth. This media of transmission
has been treated as the most intrinsic in folklore. It is necessary to have an item in
oral circulation and imitation (for visual, musical and kinetic) and passed to next
generation without the help of written text. As Marshall Mcluhn said “Medium is
the message” (quoted in Amos, 1971:8).

Modern Concept

The modern concept of folklore scholarship was marked by a paradigm shift
from its historical approach to content analysis initiated by a group of young
folklorist. Don Ben Amos, offered a definition as “artistic communication in
small group” by ignoring the key words like tradition and oral transmission. He
holds the view that the idea of tradition, oral transmission, antiquity are not the
intrinsic characters of folklore rather circumstantial and preferred to define
folklore as a process in its present mode of existence ( Amos, 1971: 13) Though
he favoured tradition in culture production and talked about the dynamics of
transmission, yet his context was face to face communication with a social and
cultural base.

However, the path breaking definition of Amos was also logically challenged
in the light of digital era. With the advent of modernity, free economic system
and information revolution the world become a global village. By virtue of this
digital communication we can have tradition at variable repetition form, which
resulted into the mediated form of folklore without the existence of the concept
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- of group with a social base. Very recently Simon .J. Bonner , offered a practice
oriented definition of Folklore by focusing on the” knowledge domain, at the
basis of production of tradition” Thus he defines folklore as “traditional
knowledge put into, and drawing from, practice” (Bronner, 201 6). Here, tradition
is a mode of thought rather than a historical authority. Thus, folklore can transmit
through any medium including print, electronic and digital. 3

Folklore Bearer

‘Among the classic contributors of Folkloristics, Carl Wilhelm von sydow of
Sweden was one of the most admirable for his logical and widely spread concept
of folklore transmission. By opposing the mechanistic ‘superorganic’ or ‘Auto-
migration’ theory, which states the absence of human bearer advocated the rule of
folklore bearer. According to Von Sydow’s concept a folk group is heterogeneous
in nature so far its preservation and transmission of a particular item of folklore is
concern. Some of them are very actively engaged while others are simple aware of
to certain genre of folklore. In establishing to kinds of tradition bearer he says “it
is the active bearers who keep tradition alive and transmit it, whereas the passive
bearers have indeed heard of what a certain tradition contains, and may perhaps,
when questioned, recollect past of it, but do nothing themselves to spread it or
keep alive” ( quoted in Goldstain,1971:62) . However, his distinction of Active
and Passive bearer was not based on the population of a folk group; rather it was
subject to the status of repertories of different tradition bearers. It is true that
tradition of a particular group is collective in nature, yet the every aspect of a
particular tradition is known by a very limited number of people. They carry and
subsequently pass these traditions to another level of individual or generation.
They are the active tradition bearer to that particular form of tradition, whereas the
other members of that group who may have heard that tradition repeatedly yet not
performed for transmission are the passive tradition bearer. Thus the distinction is
item specific not the individual specific. The concept is applicable to a particular
person concern also. At any point of time of an individual in a society few of
repertories is always active while the others are inactive. It is simple the intensity
of import to a particular traditional item in his memory, irrespective of its
importance in its social context and time. _ :

Kenneth 8. Goldstain makes an analysis of these two active and passive statuses
of an individual and opined it as a process. This process involved a movement from
active to passive or vice versa under the influence of few factors. These are

§) Ownership and identity: Specific song is identified with particular bearer,
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though other members of that society also know the song thoroughly. Yet they never
perform this song in the presence of the ‘owner’ or that particular bearer probably
because of the respect or fear or shy or lack of confidence. However, in the absence
of the original bearer someone new may perform this song and become an active
bearer, many years later he first learn the song. This patter is known as Postponment.

pattern is known as intermittenc _

i) Taste and Esthetics: A song with special esthetic appeal may adopt by a
man at his early age and may remain in his repertory till his death. This pattern is
called permanence. However during his life time he may come across with new
songs and style and thus he may in transience or intermittence pattern. :
iv) Social role and identity: Certain songs directed to particular strata of
people will inactive, when the singer is no longer in that particular group. A child

entairtain his chi-ld(interrnittence) : :

V) Loss of Audience: A singer may cease to sing a song which is in his active
memory due to the loss of audience, Thus these songs retain only as a part his
memory of tradition. (Goldstein, 1971 164-65). '

Though Goldstein refered this process in respect to folk song, he pointed out
that it can be refered to any genres of folklore. However, Dundes has observed
that these distinctions more applicable to some specific genres of folklore which
require artistic expertise like epic, folktales and folk songs. He further stated
that for more common genres like folk speech or gestures, every member of 2
folk group can perform ( Dundes, 1 999:139).

Conclusion

Undoubtedly this distinction is helpful for the folklore collectors to select
their potential informant. However, in selecting the tradition bearer in a field
situation or to study the transmission of tradition one needs to be culture specific.
There is no doubt that this theoretical formulation has been established on European
and American data, which were in advance state of development than the third
world countries, One needs to be careful enough to apply this distinction in an

Indian society, more particularly the north- eastern part of India, which is still
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tradition oriented in a direct contrast to European and American society. If we
consider a material cultural element like the weaving tradition of Assamese women
folk, we will find that every young lady who has learnt the skill of weaving is a
performer either professionally or occasionally. However, someone may be more
artistic than the other so far the efficiency is concern, yet everyone is a performer.
Likewise in Bihu tradition every member of Assamese society is a performer,
though variation observed in different parts of Assam. It is true that some of the
artistic activities like dancing and singing in Bihu limited to certain section of
society, yet it is observed by all in totality. . It is also true that under the influence
of modernity the very structure of tradition oriented society has undergone radical
changes. Younger generations of various ethnic groups of people are not acquainted
with their vernacular language and tradition. By considering all these fact one need
to be careful in applying this theoretical formulation in a tradition oriented society
in this modern age. Present library work is just an assessment of the existing
theoretical development in the subject. However, a detail and elaborate field base
study will be a welcome move in this direction.
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tions through the lips of bards, minstrels

Dr. Sambhu Nath Ckakravarty

“Probably no work of world lit-
erature, secular in its origin, has ever
produced so great an influence on
the life and thought of a people as
the Ramayana”-remarked
Macdonald, a great scholar in his
most acclaimed book “The Cultural
Heritage of India”. Such a remark by
a scholar of international repute ac-
knowledges beyond doubt the epic
qualities of the Ramayana permeat-
ing the general psyche of the people
of a vast subcontinent and beyond
for so long a period extending over
two millenniums. The aesthetic
senses of the pre-historic people
found expressions in myths, tales,
legends, ballads, lores and other
form of that sort and these were
orally handed down to later genera-

and singers of different ages. The he-

roic tales and legends of the Rama-Katha—the main theme of our great epic, the
Ramayana came into existence in this way. Most scholars are of the view that
the basis of the principle gpisode of the Ramayana was floating ballads and it
was Valmiki who first put together these oral ballads in the form of the great

e /sey



epic,. This oral tradition of transmitting heroic tales of the Ramayana tradition-
ally down the ages is of immense interest to inquisitive folklore scholars. But
everyone knows that with the rapid pace of urbanization and industrialization
these oral traditions of our great epic are fast disappearing from our society.
This is somewhat inevitable and none can, possibly, be blamed forit.

Taking into consideration all these emerging challenges, Dr. Bijoya Baruah
of the Post-Graduate Department of Assamese, Dimoria College, Khetri has
achieved a marvelous task by trying to explore various aspects of the oral tradition
of the Ramayana in eastern India—particularly in the true major states of Assam,
Bengal and Orissa. From linguistic and cultural point of view people living in
these eastern states from the same stock; and, as such , have closer affinities in
all these matters. She did it in pursuance of her zeal for a research project for
the post-doctoral academic deg.ce of D. Litt.

He original thesis entitled “Oral Ramayana Tradition of Eastern India” in book
form has been recently published by a German publishing house. “Lambart
Academic Publishing” (LAP). She is perhaps one of th:e few Assamese scholars
whose works have been published by foreign agencies.

Dr. Baruah, no doubt, hes made an exhaustive study with her disjunctive
academic zeal and profound insight into the various features and aspect of the
oral traditions of the Ramayana. In her extensive field work she has collected
indigenous material and tried to assess their value. Her judgement and analysis
appear to be sound. It is indeed a comparative study of different features of the
Oral Ramayani traditions of the eastern India states of Assam, Bengal and Orissa.
As the author herself has put it in her preface, the aim and objective of her work
“gre to present an interrelated, well-documented and systematic study of oral
Ramayani traditions current in Assam, Bengal and Orissa.” Going through 421
pages of her book, I have got a feeling that the author has been able to fulfill her
objectives. Her ambitious project includes in all eleven chapters, a short survey
on tradition, the background of the Ramayani tradition in Assam, Bengal and
Orissa, oral literature based on the Ramayana, oral narrative based on the
Ramayana such as myths, legends, folktales, folk-beliefs (in all the three states),
performing art forms based on the Ramayana, folk versions of the Ramayana in
the three states, oral tradition of the Ramayana among the tribals of the three
states and the Ramayana tradition in sculpture and paintings of these three states.
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That apart, she has also included the social functions of the Ramayana tradition—
its ritual and sociological aspects. Her work has fulfilled a long felt need in the
sphere of academic researches on folklore and medieval literature of this part
of eastern India. It will definitely create conditions, apart from bringing into
focus manifold elements of folklore, for promoting emotional integration among
the people of the region since it has been able to find out the fundamental bond
of culture unity among them.

The author observed a great variety of genres of folklore based on the Rama-
Katha “scattered over the folk society with tremendous impact on their lives
and thoughts”. She has remarked “Rama is not only a religious idol for the people
or the Ramayana is not simply an epic of religious verses, it is part of human
experience, not separable from other modes of experience.

Fundamental human needs lie beneath this masterpiece of religious literary
work for which Rama-katha diffused in the folk society long before its written
literary form. That is why the oral tradition of Rama-Katha has been current in
the folk society from time immemorial”. '

Oral Ramayani tradition, as a matter of fact, remained unexpected or. in other
words, ignored for a long time. Dr. Bijoya Baruah’s work will definitely pave the
way for inquisitive scholars and inspire them for undertaking further studies on
the subject. An interesting revelation of Dr. Baruah’s work is that tribals in Assam,
Bengal and Orissa parallel to the non-tribals have their own versions of the oral
Ramayani traditions. She has mentioned a number of legends, ballads, tales of
tribal origin based on the stories of Shri Ramachandra. Probably for the first
time she has ventured to make a distinction between folk-version and tribal
version. She has also analyzed the popular audio-visual art forms based on the
Ramayana continuing still among the country-folk down from the Middle Ages.

Dr. Baruah’s crisp study of the sociological functions of the Ramayani
tradition without any religious bias has added luster to her work. In fact, she had
undertaken the task absolutely with a secular and scholastic motif; religion had
nothing to do with it.

The only impediment of the book appears to be the faulty language she has
employed in such an ambitious work. Her readers would have felt quite
comfortable if she had taken adequate care of her language.
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